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From Personal Experience to Professional Education: 

Building Statewide and National Partnerships to Protect Children 

"Institutions throughout the world are increasingly recognizing the importance of   

supporting victims, investigating allegations thoroughly, and demonstrating 

accountability when abuse is alleged." 
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2025 Annual Report Chairman's Letter Hope for Children Foundation 

Dear Friends, Supporters, Volunteers, and Advocates for Children, 

As I reflect on 2025, I am reminded of a simple truth: One person can make 

a difference. One family can make a difference. One organization can make 

a difference. Hope is rarely built in a single extraordinary moment; more 

often, it is built one faithful step at a time. Faith plants the seed. Hope tends 

the garden. Love shares the harvest. 

For more than twenty-seven years, Hope for Children Foundation has 

remained steadfast in its mission to protect children, strengthen families, 

educate professionals, and prevent child sexual abuse, domestic violence, 

and family violence. While many organizations measure success by the 

size of their budgets, we measure success by the lives we touch, the victims we help, the 

professionals we educate, and the hope we provide for those who feel forgotten. 

 

This year was another year of perseverance. Like many nonprofit organizations, we faced financial 

challenges. Yet through the generosity of caring individuals, volunteers, community partners, and 

supporters who believe in our mission, Hope for Children Foundation continues to move forward. 

We remained committed to providing educational resources, online training, community outreach, 

and charitable programs designed to improve the lives of children and families across America. 

 

One of the greatest blessings of 2025 was witnessing the continued impact of our educational 

mission. Since our founding in 1998, Hope for Children Foundation has worked tirelessly to 

educate law enforcement officers, prosecutors, judges, medical professionals, educators, social 

service agencies, parents, and community leaders about recognizing, preventing, and responding 

to abuse. Our belief has always been simple: When we educate those who protect children, children 

are safer.  

This report is intended to serve not only as Hope for Children Foundation's 2025 Annual Report, but also 

as a historical record documenting twenty-seven years of educational leadership, public service, and child 

protection initiatives. Throughout our history, our programs have earned recognition from state and 

federal leaders, professional organizations, and thousands of training participants. That legacy 

continues to inspire us today as we expand our online educational resources to reach new audiences 

nationwide. 

 

We are also proud of the joy we continue to bring to children through our annual Christmas toy 

distribution efforts. Seeing the smiles on children's faces reminds us why this work matters. 

Every child deserves to feel valued, loved, and protected. As Chairman of the Board, I am often 

asked what motivates our organization to continue despite obstacles that would cause many to quit. 

 

The answer is simple. We know there are children who still need help. We know there are families 

searching for answers. We know there are victims who need hope. And we know there are 

professionals who want to protect children more effectively and deserve access to quality training 

and resources. 
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For my husband, Ed, and me, this mission has never been about personal recognition. It has always 

been about protecting children. Over the years, we have personally sacrificed significant time, 

energy, and financial resources to ensure Hope for Children Foundation remained available to those 

who needed it most. We do so because we believe every child deserves an advocate. 

 

Looking toward the future, our vision remains bold. We seek to expand our educational outreach, 

strengthen our online training programs, increase public awareness efforts, grow our partnerships, 

and continue developing resources that empower communities to prevent abuse before it occurs. 

The challenges facing children today are significant, but so is our determination. Together, we can 

create safer communities. Together, we can strengthen families. Together, we can protect children. 

 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, supporters, and the families we serve, thank you 

for believing in our mission. The greatest legacy we can leave is not measured by what we build 

for ourselves, but by the lives we help protect, the hope we help restore, and the opportunities we 

create for generations yet to come. 

 

Thank you for standing with us. May the work of your hands be established and may hope to continue 

to grow wherever your efforts reach. 

 

Thank you for helping us build a safer and brighter future for children. May hope continue to grow. 

May children continue to be protected. May we continue this mission, together. 
 

With gratitude and hope, 

 

Patricia L. Hope Kirby Rasmussen 

Chairman of the Board ï Co-Founder 

Hope for Children Foundation 
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From One Mother's Fight to a National Mission 

 
Guided by Faith. Driven by Hope. Protecting Children Together. 

 

The Story Behind Hope for  Children Foundation 
 

Every organization has a beginning. Some begin with a business plan. Others begin in response 

to a community need. 

 

Hope for Children Foundation began with a mother's love for her child. It is a story of heartbreak, 

perseverance, faith, determination, and hope. Most importantly, it is a story about refusing to give 

up. 
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A Life  Changed Forever 

  

Years ago, I became a mother. Like countless parents, I dreamed of giving my child a safe home, a 

loving family, and every opportunity to succeed in life. 

Instead, my daughter and I found ourselves facing circumstances I never imagined possible. 

 

As a young mother, I became involved in legal proceedings that would consume years of my life. 

During that process, I became painfully aware of how difficult it could be for families to obtain 

specialized assistance when abuse concerns arise. I witnessed firsthand how confusing and 

overwhelming the system can be for parents trying to protect a child. What began as a deep personal 

struggle gradually revealed a much larger problem. Across America, thousands of families face 

similar challenges every year.  

 

Many feel alone. Many feel powerless. Many do not know where to turn for help. I realized my 

daughter and I were not the only ones. 
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Discovering a Critical  Need 

As I searched for answers, I began meeting professionals from many different disciplines, law 

enforcement officers, prosecutors, judges, physicians, counselors, educators, victim advocates, 

and social workers. 

What became clear was that most cared deeply about protecting children. 

 

Yet many had not received comprehensive multidisciplinary education focused on child abuse, 

domestic violence, victim trauma, offender behavior, investigative techniques, or accountability. 

The more I learned, the more I realized that protecting children requires more than good 

intentions. 

It requires education. It requires collaboration. It requires leadership. And it requires a willingness 

to improve systems that affect the lives of vulnerable children. That realization became the 

foundation of Hope for Children Foundation. 
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Building Hope from Adversity 

In 1998, Hope for Children Foundation was established with a mission to protect children and 

support families through education, awareness, prevention, and accountability. 

What started as a small nonprofit with a big vision soon began attracting respected leaders from 

law enforcement, medicine, education, criminal justice, and the legal profession. 

Together, we developed training programs designed to bring professionals from multiple 

disciplines into one room to learn from each other and improve outcomes for children and victims. 

The response exceeded expectations and it was overwhelmingly positive. 

 

Training participants consistently praised the quality and relevance of the programs. 

 

Continuing education accreditation was approved by numerous professional organizations and 

agencies, including entities serving judges, attorneys, law enforcement officers, probation 

officers, and criminal justice professionals throughout Texas.  
 

What had begun as a local effort evolved into a statewide Texas movement. 
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Reaching Across Texas 

Hope for Children Foundation's training programs eventually reached communities throughout 

Texas on a state and federal level. 

Participants included: 

 

ǒ Victims 

ǒ Judges 

ǒ Prosecutors 

ǒ Law enforcement officers 

ǒ Medical professionals 

ǒ Probation officers 

ǒ Educators 

ǒ Community leaders 

ǒ Victim advocates 

ǒ Families 

ǒ Clergy 

 

The goal was simple: Help professionals understand abuse better, improve responses to victims, 

increase accountability, and reduce the likelihood that children would be overlooked by the systems 

designed to protect them. The educational objectives were:  

 

(1) To present clinical manifestations bridging gaps between medical professionals, the 

legal system, law enforcement, victim advocates, victims and their families, educators, and 

clergy. 

(2) To demonstrate distinguishing features that bridge the gap between domestic violence 

& child abuse.  

(3) To review changes in law and assist participants with a better understanding of the use 

and availability of Federal and State statutes designed to protect the rights of women and 

their children.  

(4) To enhance the quality of life for children and women and those charged with protecting 

them. 

Former Texas Governor George W. Bush praised the charityôs educational efforts and encouraged 

participation in the training programs.  

Federal and state leaders likewise recognized the value of multidisciplinary approaches to 

combating violence against women and children.  

The mission was no longer one child. It was becoming a mission for thousands of children.   
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Mission of Hope for  Children Foundation: 

To help prevent cruelty to children and adults through proactive prevention & intervention 

education to victims and survivors, 1st Responders including state and federal law enforcement 

officers, teachers, staff at educational institutions - schools - colleges - universities, medical 

professionals, hospital staff, charities - such as shelters - rape crisis centers - sexual assault 

charities, domestic violence charities, CASA, SANE, government agencies such as child 

protection workers known as CPS, state and federal prosecutors - judges, attorneys concerning 

family and criminal law, adult and juvenile probation officers on a state and federal level, 

military personnel, and parents, offering a shield of protection to help prevent victims from 

falling through the cracks of the legal system concerning sexual assault and domestic violence.  

We offer several free services to professionals charged with protecting children and adults. In 

addition, the following services are offered free to the public through seminars and via our Web 

site: 

 

(1) Provide free seminars and free online video training intended to reduce crimes of sexual 

assault and domestic violence against children and adults; 

 

(2) Provide free online resources and referrals to victims, survivors, and the public to help 

prevent sexual assault and domestic violence against children and adults; 

 

(3) Provide free online behavior modification resources and referrals to offenders; 

 
(4) Provide free online job availability in Texas (and expanding to other states where this project 

is funded); 

 
(5) Fund raising to support these free programs; via all types of solicited forms of fund raising 

legally on a national basis including but not limited to various sporting events, Galaôs, concerts, 
mail, phone calls, Internet, television, and email. 

 

These services are intended to be accessed online through our Web site:  

https://www.hopeforchildrenfoundation.org 

Since 1998, with headquarters in Texas, Hope for Children Foundation has provided educational 

services to state and federal law enforcement personnel, medical professionals, judges, 

attorneys, probation officers ï as well as to the public regarding child abuse prevention and 

related concerns. 

Hope for Children Foundation helps sexually and physically abused children and adults 

throughout the nation by facilitating widespread access to legal, medical, and mental health 

experts so that all appropriate resources are available to victims and their families.  

We believe that abuse is a learned behavior often connected to stress points, not limited to 

financial instability. As a nation, we can create a cultural safety net for children and adults at 

risk through extensive awareness campaigns, education, and training. 

 

https://www.hopeforchildrenfoundation.org/
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Mission of Hope for  Children Foundation Continued: 
 

Hope for Children Foundation provides educational material to the public, families, federal and 

state law-enforcement officials, members of the judiciary, educators, medical professionals, 

criminal justice professionals, family shelters, rape crisis centers, and other community 

organizations about sexual and physical abuse and its prevention.  

 

Ours is a 'systems' approach whereby we identify and fill critical  voids that threaten the well-

being of children who are at risk of 'falling through the cracks'. Living an abuse-free life is more 

than a hope or a dream ï it is a child's right. 

 

We began by assembling experts to provide citizens throughout the nation with uniform state 

and federal child abuse training. This statewide training project was partially funded through a 

grant provided by the United States Department of Justice, Violence against Women Fund, and 

the Office of the Texas Governor Criminal Justice Division. The training program was very 

well received, and, because of its success, we have significantly expanded our impact. 

 

Hope for Children Foundation's website was once designed to include the option to translate 

key training materials into over 60 languages. Many of the same video training courses provided 

to state and federal law enforcement officers, child protection services workers, medical 

professionals, judges, and other First Responders are provided free online to the public. 

 

These videos cover important healing steps for child victims and their families; how to better 

protect children and adults from crimes of domestic violence; and elderly abuse. 

 

Reports from Google Analytics show that Hope for Children Foundation's website is viewed 

by people from all 50 states in the U.S. as well as from over 41 different foreign countries. 

Support from Google Inc. has been a tremendous boost in Hope for Children Foundation's 

effort to ensure that children are protected from child abuse and will  receive much needed 

support. 

 
 



1998 ï 2025 HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION      Guided by Faith. Driven by Hope. Protecting Children Together. 

13 

 
User | [SCHOOL] 

A Vision for  the Nation 

 
As Hope for Children Foundation grew, so did its vision. 

 

The organization developed proposals for nationwide educational initiatives capable of reaching 

more than 136,000 professionals through state, regional, and national training programs. 

 

Imagine the impact, consider the ripple effect:  
 

One trained police officer may protect hundreds of children during a career. One trained prosecutor 

may secure justice for countless victims. 

One trained judge may influence thousands of decisions affecting families. One trained educator 

may recognize warning signs that save a child's life. Education creates a ripple effect that extends 

far beyond a single classroom.  

That belief continues to guide our mission today.

 

Why We Never Quit  

Over the years, Hope for Children Foundation has faced many challenges. 

Like most nonprofit organizations, funding has often been uncertain. 

There were times when continuing would have been easier to abandon than sustain. 

Yet we refused to quit. 
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Today The Mission Continues 

 

Patricia Rasmussen and her husband Ed have supported Hope for Children Foundation because 

they believe deeply in its mission. They believe children are worth fighting for because families 

deserve hope, prevention of child abuse is attainable, and the need to protect children still exists. 

Every day, children experience abuse. 

 

Every day, families seek help. Every day, professionals seek training and resources to improve 

their ability to protect those who are vulnerable. 

That continuing need drives Hope for Children Foundation forward every day. 

 

Hope for Children Foundation continues its commitment to education, prevention, and 

awareness. 

Our vision is not simply to respond after abuse occurs. 

Our vision is to help prevent abuse before it begins. 

We envision a future where every professional responsible for protecting children receives the 

best training available. 

We envision a future where families have access to resources and support. We envision 

communities working together to identify risks, intervene early, and protect children from harm. 

Most importantly, we envision a future where fewer children suffer abuse because caring people 

chose to act. 
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A Message to Our  Supporters 
 

 
 

None of this would have been possible without the generosity of donors, volunteers, board 

members, educators, professionals, and community partners who believed in our mission. 

You have helped transform one mother's fight into a mission that has touched countless lives. 

You have helped provide hope where there was despair. 

You have helped turn pain into purpose. 

 

And because of your support, the mission continues. 

 

The story of Hope for Children Foundation began with one child. Today, this story belongs to 

every child whose life has been touched by hope. 

And with your help, the best chapters are still being written. Ῠ 
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HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION HI STORY  

 

HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION  is named in honor of:  

Mr. James Waid Hope Sr., and Mrs. Fannie Louise Hope, the parents of the Co-Founder,  

Patricia L. Hope Kirby Rasmussen.  

Mr. and Mrs. Hope were blessed with six more children, numerous grandchildren, great 

grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, who are all loved dearly. The loving legacy of Mr. and 

Mrs. James W. Hope Sr. lives on, as does the loving legacy of Hope for Children Foundation. 
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The Beginning: Building a Texas Statewide Training Program Through 

Collaboration, Experience, and Purpose 

Hope for Children Foundationôs early statewide training initiatives grew from Patricia Hopeôs deep 

personal understanding of how children can fall through the cracks when legal, medical, 

investigative, and judicial systems do not work together effectively. Motivated by her own 

experiences, Patricia founded Hope for Children Foundation in 1998. The attorney Patricia 

selected to assist with forming the organization advised her to include at least three individuals in 

its establishment. At Patriciaôs request, J. Douglas Crowder, M.D., and James ñJimò Barnett 

graciously agreed to assist with its formation. Hope for Children Foundation subsequently received 

recognition from the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public charity. 

A series of painful experiences led Patricia to take these actions. After she and her daughter 

encountered serious injustices while seeking protection from abuse, Patricia recognized that 

meaningful change would require more than public awareness. Professionals responsible for 

identifying, investigating, prosecuting, treating, and adjudicating cases involving child abuse and 

family violence needed opportunities to learn together. They needed training that addressed not 

only statutes and professional standards, but also the real-life consequences that can occur when 

warning signs are overlooked, jurisdictional questions are misunderstood, evidence is not 

evaluated, or the concerns of a protective parent are dismissed. 

Patricia brought to this undertaking decades of practical experience in administration, education, 

negotiation, business development, community service, and project coordination. Before founding 

Hope for Children Foundation, she had worked as a licensed Texas real estate broker, business 

owner, school administrator, educator, program director, and community leader. Her professional 

responsibilities required her to manage budgets, negotiate complicated agreements, coordinate 

numerous parties, supervise projects, analyze legal and contractual issues, communicate with 

professionals from many disciplines, and carry major initiatives from initial planning through 

successful completion. 

Her experience in commercial and residential real estate was especially valuable. Over the years, 

she participated in negotiations involving substantial commercial and residential transactions, 

coordinated work among purchasers, property owners, builders, contractors, lenders, title 

companies, insurers, and other professionals, and addressed matters involving contracts, 

appraisals, financing, property taxes, zoning, investments, and risk management. These 

responsibilities helped develop the organizational discipline, persistence, and attention to detail 

later required to coordinate a serious multidisciplinary training program. 

Her background in education provided another important foundation. Patricia served as an 

instructor, school administrator, music director, and owner of a bilingual Christian school. She 

developed educational programs, supervised instruction, taught children of different ages, 

coordinated school activities, directed large productions, and worked to build leadership, character, 

and confidence in students. These experiences strengthened her understanding that effective 

education must be thoughtfully organized, clearly presented, and responsive to the needs of the 

audience. 
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When Hope for Children Foundation began developing its professional training conferences, 

Patricia did not attempt to present herself as the sole authority. Instead, she sought out experienced 

professionals who could provide the specialized knowledge necessary to make the program 

credible, accurate, and useful. She listened carefully to their advice, asked questions, incorporated 

their recommendations, and worked to integrate their individual areas of expertise together into 

one coordinated educational program. 

Physicians, mental-health professionals, attorneys, judges, law-enforcement representatives, 

prosecutors, victim advocates, probation professionals, educators, and other specialists helped 

shape the substance of the training. Their professional guidance strengthened the program and 

ensured that participants received information from multiple disciplines rather than from a single 

point of view. 

Patriciaôs role was to recognize the need, assemble the appropriate professionals, coordinate their 

contributions, and keep the program focused on a central purpose: improving the ability of systems 

and practitioners to protect children and families. 

Under her guidance, Hope for Children Foundation designed and organized a comprehensive two-

day training program that would be duplicated throughout the State of Texas and potentially to all 

states of this nation. The work included identifying subjects that needed to be addressed, recruiting 

qualified instructors, coordinating presentations, arranging facilities, preparing training materials, 

obtaining professional reviews, securing funding assistance, communicating with participants, and 

pursuing continuing-education approval from appropriate agencies. 

The training ultimately received continuing-education recognition or approval from major Texas 

professional and governmental entities, including the State Bar of Texas, the Texas Commission 

on Law Enforcement, the Texas Board of Legal Specialization, the Texas Center for the Judiciary, 

the Texas Criminal Justice systemôs adult probation division, and the Texas Juvenile Probation 

Commission. Continuing medical education credit was also approved through The University of 

Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas for the Tyler training program. The initiative 

received support through the United States Department of Justice, Violence Against Women 

funding administered through the Texas Governorôs Office Criminal Justice Division.  

These achievements were possible because many respected professionals were willing to share 

their knowledge, experience, and recommendations. Hope for Children Foundation remains deeply 

grateful to the individuals and institutions that helped strengthen the training and bring it to 

professionals across Texas. 

At the same time, successful collaboration requires someone to see the larger picture and 

coordinate the many individual parts. Patriciaôs contribution was her ability to bring people 

together, remain focused on the needs of children, and continue moving the program forward 

despite limited resources and significant personal challenges. 

Her early musical training also influenced her approach. As a young violinist and orchestra 

concertmaster, she learned that harmony is created when many different participants contribute 

their individual abilities while following a shared purpose. In much the same way, Hope for 



1998 ï 2025 HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION      Guided by Faith. Driven by Hope. Protecting Children Together. 

21 

 
User | [SCHOOL] 

Children Foundationôs training program brought together professionals from different 

disciplines, each contributing essential knowledge to a united effort to improve child protection. 

The statewide training initiative therefore represents neither the achievement of one person nor 

the work of one profession alone. It reflects a partnership between a determined founder who 

understood the human consequences of systemic failure and the many dedicated professionals 

who helped transform that understanding into constructive education. 

The experience continues to guide Hope for Children Foundation today. Its work is grounded in 

the belief that children are best protected when professionals communicate across disciplines, 

understand one anotherôs responsibilities, recognize the warning signs of abuse, respect the 

concerns of protective family members, and act before another child is lost within gaps in the 

system. 
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The Hope for Children Foundation Principles 

Every child has inherent worth and dignity.  

Every child deserves to live free from abuse, neglect, violence, and exploitation.  

Prevention is more effective than responding after abuse occurs.  

Education is one of the most powerful tools for protecting children.  

Strong families build strong communities.  

Professionals working together save lives.  

Every citizen has a role in protecting children.  

Hope begins when people choose to act. 
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FROM TRAUMA TO HOPE  

Healing Is Possible. Recovery Is Real. 

"A child who experiences trauma should never lose hope. With safety, compassion, and 

evidence-based support, healing is possible, resilience can grow, and lives can be 

transformed." 

Trauma Changes Lives - But It Does Not Have to Define Them 

Child abuse, neglect, sexual assault, domestic violence, and exposure to chronic fear can affect 

every aspect of a child's development.  

Trauma may influence emotional well-being, learning, relationships, physical health, and behavior 

well into adulthood if left unaddressed. 

Children may experience: 

Å Anxiety and depression   Å Anger or emotional withdrawal 

Å Difficulty trusting others   Å Low self-esteem 

Å Sleep disturbances    Å Increased risk of substance misuse 

Å Problems concentrating in school  Å Long-term physical health challenges 

Yet these outcomes are not inevitable. 

With caring adults, early intervention, trauma-informed services, and supportive communities, 

children can recover, thrive, and build healthy futures. 

The Science of Hope 

Modern neuroscience tells us something encouraging: 

The brain continues to grow and adapt throughout life. 

When children experience safety, stability, positive relationships, and appropriate therapeutic 

support, new neural pathways can strengthen resilience and reduce the long-term effects of trauma. 

Hope is not simply an emotion. 

Hope is strengthened through relationships, opportunity, education, and community. 
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Healing Happens Together 

Recovery is rarely the work of one person. 

Healing often begins when children are surrounded by caring adults who believe them, protect 

them, and help them rebuild trust. 

Healing may involve: 

 Loving family members   ᾎᾏᾐᾑᾒ  Prosecutors and judges 

 Medical professionals    Teachers and school counselors 

 Mental health professionals   Faith communities 

 Law enforcement officers    Mentors and volunteers 

Each person becomes part of a child's pathway toward healing. 

Resilience Can Be Built 

Resilience is the ability to recover, adapt, and move forward despite adversity. 

Protective factors include: 

Å Safe and nurturing relationships   

Å Healthy faith and community support 

Å Stable homes and communities 

Å Opportunities to succeed 

Å Access to counseling & mental health care 

Å Positive school environments 

Å Hope for the future 

Every positive relationship increases a child's opportunity to heal. Our mission is to help build 

communities where prevention, education, accountability, and healing work together. 

Through professional education, public awareness, collaboration, and evidence-based practices, 

we strive to strengthen the adults who protect children and support families on the journey toward 

recovery. Every child deserves: Å Safety Å Justice Å Healing Å Hope 
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Bonnie J. Campbell, Former Director of the Violence Against Women Office 

The following correspondence reflects the federal encouragement and support received for 

multidisciplinary training initiatives designed to improve the response to violence against women 

and children. 
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2000 HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION  

Gary Price, Criminal Justice Planner, East Texas Council of Governments 

Gary welcomes attendees to the Hope for Children Foundation Training Conference, leads the 

Pledge of Allegiance and recites the ñThe Touch of The Masterôs Hand.ò Gary was instrumental 

in helping Hope for Children Foundation coordinate its first Texas Statewide Training Conference 

in Tyler, TX. 

ñCRIMES AGAINST WOMEN & THEIR CHILDREN, LAW ENFORCEMENT, 

PROSECUTION & JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABIITYò 

 

"The Touch of the Master's Hand" is a classic poem written by Myra Brooks Welch in 1921. It tells the 

story of an old, battered violin at an auction whose value skyrockets after a gray-haired man plays a 

beautiful melody on it, illustrating how God can transform a personôs life. 

The Touch of the Masterôs Hand 

óTwas battered and scarred, And the auctioneer thought it hardly worth his while to waste his 

time on the old violin, but he held it up with a smile. ñWhat am I bid, good people,ò he cried, 

ñWho starts the bidding for me?ò ñOne dollar, one dollar, Do I hear two?ò ñTwo dollars, who 

makes it three?ò ñThree dollars once, three dollars twice, going for three,ò 
 

But ñNo,ò from the room far back a gray bearded man came forward and picked up the bow, 

Then wiping the dust from the old violin and tightening up the strings,  

He played a melody, pure and sweet as sweet as caroling angel sings. 
 

The music ceased and the auctioneer with a voice that was quiet and low, said ñWhat now am I 

bid for this old violin?ò As he held it aloft with itsô bow. ñOne thousand, one thousand, Do I hear 

two?ò ñTwo thousand, who makes it three?ò ñThree thousand once,  

three thousand twice, Going and gone,ò said he. 
 

The audience cheered, but some of them cried, ñWe just donôt understand.ò ñWhat changed itsô 

worth?ò Swift came the reply. ñThe Touch of the Masters Hand.ò 
 

And many a man with life out of tune All battered with bourbon and gin Is auctioned cheap to a 

thoughtless crowd Much like that old violin A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, A game and he 

travels on. He is going once, he is going twice, He is going and almost gone. 
 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd never can quite understand, the worth of a soul and 

the change that is wrought By the Touch of the Masterôs Hand.ò    ~Myra Brooks Welch 
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2000 ï 2001 HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION   

This document is an exact copy of the Hope for Children Foundation first Statewide Training 

Conference, now 26-years old. Hope for Children Foundation was awarded a grant that originated 

from the United States Department of Justice, Violence Against Women Office in the years 2000 

and 2001 for the purpose of statewide training in Texas. The following schedule and topics were 

developed for the first training held at The University of Texas in Tyler, Texas. Similar training 

conferences were conducted throughout the State of Texas and most of them were certified for 

Continuing Education Credits. These credits were authorized by six Texas State Agencies, seven 

Texas colleges and The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas. The original 

training certifications for the training conferences are included.  
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Education can change these outcomes. 
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2000 HOPE FOR CHILDREN FOUNDATION TRAINING CERTIFIED  

One of the charityôs earliest achievements was obtaining continuing education approval from 

numerous professional organizations. Copies of the approvals are provided below and on the next 

several pages. These certifications enabled physicians, judges, attorneys, law enforcement officers, 

juvenile and adult probation professionals, other medical professionals, and others to receive 

recognized continuing education credit while participating in multidisciplinary child protection 

training.  
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